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Hon.  Elihu  Boot:  Mr.  President,  old  friends  and 

brethren  of  the  Republican  Club:  I  need  not  tell  you, 
I  cannot  tell  you,  how  deeply  I  am  affected  by  this 
warmth  of  greeting  and  this  aeNSorance  of  the  endnrance 
of  old  friendship.  It  is  just  about  twenty  years  since 
you  did  me  the  honor  to  make  me  the  President  of  this 
club,  immediately  following  the  Ck>nstitntional  Ckmven- 
tion  of  1894.  And  now,  after  twenty  years  of  life,  with 
its  struggles,  with  its  expense  of  energy,  with  all  the 
writing  of  life  into  the  hist(»7  oi  oor  State  and  onr 
Country,  we  have  come  again  to  the  close  of  another 
Constitutional  Convention,  and  you  are  greeting  me  once 
again  with  the  warmth  and  legally  of  friendship  that 
forbids  any  man  to  say  that  the  people  of  a  republic 
are  ungrateful,  or  that  the  generous  emotions  and  the 
loyal  sentiments  of  true  friendship  are  not  a  mighty 
power,  transcending  the  materialism  and  the  selfishness 
in  the  race  for  advantage  and  for  property  and  for  fame 
in  this  Bepnblic.  (Applause.)  We  have  met  many 
times,  my  friends,  following  the. standard  of  some  ad- 
mired and  beloved  leader ;  often  we  have  foaght  togetbet 
to  carry  the  standard  of  the  party  to  victory,  often  we 
have  gathered  resolution  in  defeat  to  advance  again  for 
victory  in  the  next  election.  (Applause.)  The  interests 
of  personality,  of  living  issues  that  immediately  and 
directly  affect  our  own  fortunes,  and  the  welfare  of  our 
communities,  have  been  with  us  plain,  and  clear,  and 
vivid  when  we  have  met  before.  We  have  sought  to  make 
our  friend  our  leader.  Governor  or  President;  but  now 
we  have  a  cold,  dry,  uninteresting  question:  A  con- 
stitution of  the  State,  prolix  and  complicated,  with 
matters  of  dull  governmental  machinery  affected,  little 
or  nothing  to  cause  exdton^t,  little  at  nothing  to 
awaken  public  interest,  yet,  my  friends,  the  issue,  the 


cold,  dry,  uninteresting  issue  that  is  before  us  now 
transcends  the  inteeest  and  the  importance  of  any  suc- 
cess of  any  man  in  any  election  for  which  we  have  strive. 
(Applause.)  We  have  passed  in  America  that  happy 
p^od  of  youth  in  which  we  could  make  mistakes  with- 
out suffering  for  them.  We  have  passed  that  condition 
of  simple  governmental  affairs  when  anyone  could  do 
anything  under  any  f^ystem,  and  the  vast  complication 
and  difficulty  of  our  government  is  pressing  home  upon 
the  welfare  and  the  happiness  and  the  liberty  of  our 
people.  The  test  of  capacity  for  self-government  is  to 
be  found  in  the  people's  ability  to  create  institutions 
which  will  at  once  preserve  liberty  and  maintain  order. 
(Applause.) 

For  five  months,  and  something  more,  a  body  of  men, 
elected  by  the  people  of  the  State  of  New  York,  two- 
thirds  of  them  BepublicanS;  some  of  them  elected  in  the 
State  at  large,  holding  their  places  by  over  one  hundred 
thousand  majority,  have  been  applying  themselves  and 
laboring  to  reach  just  conclusions  upon  the  government 
of  the  State  of  the  utmost  importance.  They  have  pro- 
duced a  constitution  as  the  result  of  listening  to  many 
witnesses,  of  securing  much  advice,  of  long  and  thorough 
study,  of  complete  and  full  discussion,  of  reconciliation 
of  views,  of  subordination  of  the  less  important  to  the 
more  important, — ^and  this  has  resulted  in  a  revised  con- 
stitution of  the  State.  It  is  not  a  thing  of  shreds  and 
patches,  it  is  not  a  thing  to  be  considered  according  to 
tite  individual  predilections  of  this  man  or  that  upon 
this  particular  subject  or  the  other;  it  is  a  whole,  a  com- 
plete rounded  whole,  and,  as  a  whole,  the  determina- 
tirai  of  the  people  of  the  State  upon  it  is  the  most  grave 
and  serious  determination  which  the  people  of  the  State 
have  had  to  meet  in  many  a  decade. 


3 


Let  me,  if  I  can  within  the  brief  limits  possible  to 
such  an  occasion,  try  to  state  what  it  is.  When  the 
Ckmstitutional  Convention  delegates,  whom  yon  elected, 
addressed  themselves  to  considering  the  government  of 
the  State,  they  found  that  there  were  iserious  defects  in 
all  three  branches  of  (mr  government 

Our  judicial  procedure  was  complicated,  technical 
and  full  of  subtleties,  and  with  a  multitude  of  statutory 
provisions  relating  to  procedure,  which  made  it  difficult  * 
for  a  plain  and  honest  man  to  come  into  court  and  get 
his  rights.  The  procedure  had  been  built  up  by  year 
after  year  of  separate  and  specific  code  provisions  and 
code  amendments,  which,  taken  all  together,  have  created 
a  multitude  of  statutmy  rights  in  the  way  of  procedure 
that  make  it  almost  impossible  for  a  litigation  to  be 
brought  to  a  prompt  and  inexpensive  conclusion. 

We  found  that  the  ^ecutive  branch  ni  our  govern- 
ment was  Hi-compacted,  confused,  extravagant,  subject 
to  no  effective  control;  over  one  hundred  and  fifty 
agencies,  great  and  fflnall,  all  ovest  the  State,  w&e  carry- 
ing on  business,  and  responsible,  practically,  to  no  one. 
Everyone  spent  all  the  money  he  could  get,  everyone 
acted  in  accordance  with  his  own  judgmoit  Good  mm, 
honest  men,  trying  to  do  their  duty,  but  none  of  them 
held  to  responsibility  or  subject  to  the  effective  control 
and  limitations  of  inspecti(Hi  and  supervision. 

We  found  that  the  L^slature  had  declined  in  public 
esteem ;  we  found  that  the  members  of  the  legislature,  a 
very  large  proportion  of  than,  were  going  to  Albany  with 
local  and  private  bills,  and  special  interests  which  thev 
wished  to  subserve,  and  that  every  man  who  had  a  special 
bill  and  a  special  interest  was  made  a  coward  and  pre- 
vented from  doing  his  duty  toward  the  general  interests 
of  the  State.  (Applause.) 
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We  found  that  the  continiially  increasing  tendency  of 

the  Legislature  to  exercise  its  powers  for  the  playing  of 
IK>litic8y  was  fpi^iring  onr  government  the  means  of  se- 
curing personal  advantage,  personal  appointments  to 
office,  personal  appropriations  out  of  the  treasury  of  the 
State;  and  we  sought,  with  all  sincerity  and  earnestness 
within  our  power,  to  find  remedies  for  those  evils  in  the 
three  great  departments  of  the  State. 

We  sought  to  deal  with  one  by  requiring  the  L^is- 
lature  again,  as  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  1846 
did,  to  return  to  simplicity  and  effectiveness  of  procedure 
in  the  attainment  of  justice.  We  undertook  to  require 
the  Legislature  to  pass  a  brief  and  simple  practice  act, 
and  sweep  away  aU  this  great  body  of  statutory  rights  in 
procedure  and  leave  the  regulation  of  the  rules  under  the 
general  provisions  of  the  practice  act  to  the  courts,  so 
that  our  judges  on  the  bench  would  be  permitted  to  do 
justice  in  the  particular  case,  instead  of  making  men  run 
the  gauntlet  of  these  acute  and  subtle  and  technical  bar- 
riers to  the  attainment  of  their  rights,  which  have  been  a 
disgrace  to  the  adniinistration  of  justice  in  this  State. 
(Applause.) 

In  the  executive  department,  we  sought  to  apply  the 

rule  of  responsibility,  and  to  give  men  who  are  elected 
by  the  people  the  power  which  would  make  it  possible  to 
hold  them  responsible.  We  undertook  to  condense  all 
those  one  hundred  and  fifty-two  agencies  of  the  State 
into  sev^teeai  departm^ts ;  we  undertook  to  require  that 
the  overlapping  and  the  interference,  and  the  useless  ex- 
penditure of  money  should  be  done  away  with,  by  putting 
all  those  agencies  iato  a  limited  number  of  departments, 
under  one  head  that  would  be  responsible  and  that  could 
be  held  responsible  by  the  governor  of  the  State  who  him- 
self can  be  held  responsible  by  the  people  of  the  State 
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because  they  will  have  given  him  power  upon  which  they 
can  hold  him  responsible.  (Applause.) 

And  we  undwtook  to  rdbabilitate  the  L^islature  of 
the  State,  not  by  any  one  provision — that  was  impossible 
— but  by  a  series  of  provisions,  and  that  is  the  c^tral 
idea  of  the  whole  constitutional  scheme  included  in  this 
revision.  In  the  first  place,  we  found  the  Legislature 
making  up  the  appropriation  bills,  mafcing  them  np  in 
tiie  dark,  with  suggestions  for  appropriations  coming 
to  the  committees  in  private,  in  secret,  coming  from  every- 
one responsible  or  iiresponsible,  coming  from  the  mm- 
hers  of  the  L^slature  themselves,  each  one  wanting 
something,  each  one  trying  to  get  something  for  his 
constituency,  appropriation  bills  l»mi^ht  out  late  in  the 
session,  running  along  on  the  calendar  until  the  close 
of  the  session,  and  then,  under  an  emergency  passage,  not 
printed,  not  discussed,  not  understood,  passed  ify  ihe 
Legislature,  then  the  Legislature  adjourning  and  the 
Governor  left  with  thirty  days  in  which  to  sit  down  in 
the  privacy  of  his  office,  with  a  blue  pencil,  and  control 
the  action  of  the  Legislature.  That  system  was  a  com- 
plete reversal  of«the  true  and  traditional  system  of  repre- 
sentative government,  under  which  the  representatives 
of  the  people  are  to  hold  the  purse  strings.  The  Gov- 
ernor was  made  to  hold  the  purse  strings,  and  tiie 
representatives  of  the  people,  instead  of  controlling  ex- 
penditure, ran  pell  mell  to  increase  it.  We  have  reversed 
it.  We  have  taken  this  procedure,  which  stood  on  its 
head,  turned  it  around  and  stood  it  on  its  feet  (Applause) 
and  we  have  required,  first,  the  heads  of  all  those  de- 
partments, the  seventeen  of  them,  who  are  now  to  be 
responsible,  in  the  place  of  the  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
two;  we  have  required  them  to  furnish  the  Governor  in 
ample  time  a  statment  of  the  needs  of  their  d^iiart- 
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meats,  to  be  responsible  for  that  statement,  to  arrange 
them  in  the  order  of  their  importance,  and  then  we  have 

required  the  Governor  to  revise  them  and  cut  them  down, 
or  hold  himself  responsible  for  the  amounts.  And  we 
have  required  the  Governor,  early  in  the  session,  to  lay 
that  statement  of  the  needs  of  the  executive  departments 
of  the  whole  state  government  before  the  Legislature  side 
by  side  with  a  statement  of  the  resources  of  the  State 
from  which  the  appropriations  are  to  be  paid.  (Applause.) 
And  we  have  put  the  L^islature  in  a  position  wh^, 
instead  of  making  up  a  statement  of  appropriations  in 
the  dark,  they  are  bound  to  deal  with  the  Governor's 
statement  of  appropriations  in  public,  not  to  increase 
them,  but  to  cut  them  down  if  they  will,  or  refuse  them  if 
they  will.  And  we  have  given  them  the  right  to  have  the 
Ctovemor  and  the  heads  of  departments  come  before 
them  that  they  may  be  interrogated  as  to  why  they  want 
the  money,  what  they  want  it  for,  why  they  have  to 
ha^  so  much. 

And  so  we  have  restored  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
to  the  l^islative  function  of  a  representative  ass^blage 
in  holding  the  purse  strings. 

People  talk  about  its  increasing  the  power  of  the 
Governor.  It  increases  the  responsibility  of  the  Gov- 
ernor and  it  increases  the  power  and  restores  the  true 
function  of  the  Legislature. 

M€»re  than  that,  the  great  w^ikness  of  onr  Legislature 
is  in  these  private  interests  that  particular  members  of 
the  Legislature  go  to  Albany  to  subserve ;  the  local  bills, 
which  makes  cowards  of  them  all ;  and  we  have  drawn  a 
ring  around  them,  and  we  have  deprived  the  Legislature, 
we  have  relieved  the  Legislature  of  its  temptations. 

By  the  home  rule  provision  we  have  put  the  initiative 
as  to  special  and  local  bills  affecting  the  cities  of  the  State 


in  the  local  legislatures  and  so  the  members  of  our 
L^islature  will  no  lonf»  go  to  Albany  each  with  his 
special  bill  that  he  has  to  get  through  as  a  condition  of 
being  continued  in  office  in  that  body.  All  special  local 
legislation  is  swept  away*  We  have  done  the  same  things 
as  to  the  counties,  by  a  provision  that  the  L^slatnre 
shall  pass  no  bills  relating  to  counties  except  upon  the 
initiative  of  the  counties,  the  county  authorities; — two 
things  that  we  have  relieved  the  Legislature  of.  We 
have  relieved  them  of  the  multitude  of  code  amendments 
which  come  up,  each  individual  coming  up  with  an  am^d- 
ment  that  he  wants  for  some  particular  litigation  in  his 
own  r^on.  We  have  relieved  th^  from  that  temptation 
to  turn  aside  from  their  proper  duties  by  requiring  thfe 
bri^  and  simple  practice  act  and  leaving  the  rest  to  the 
rules  of  court,  and  prohibiting  the  Legislature  from 
amending  the  code  except  at  intervals  of  not  less  than 
five  years,  upon  the  report  of  a  commission  appointed 
by  thetnsdves.  We  have  relieved  the  L^ialatore  of  the 
great  multitude  of  bills  for  game  laws,  local  to  the  last 
degree,  making  the  game  laws  in  every  county  different 
from  everv  other  county  by  providing  for  a  body  of  nine 
conservative  commissioners,  following  the  plan  of  the 
University  of  the  State,  with  the  regents,  who,  since  1784, 
have  controlled  our  education.  That  is  four  ways  in 
which  we  have  relieved  the  Legislature. 

We  have  cut  off  by  pcMdtive  i»rohibition  all  that  class 
of  bills  authorizing  the  proving  of  clfdms  against  the 
State,  bills  by  which  it  is  commonly  sought  to  evade  the 
Inhibition  against  l^islative  auditing  of  claims.  That 
is  another.  We  have  cut  off  the  flood  of  local  improve- 
ment bills  by  prohibiting  the  passing  of  any  bill  for  the 
use  of  the  States  mon^,  in  building  a  culv^  in  your 
district,  or  a  bridge  in  yours,  or  an  embankment  in  yourst, 
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unless  there  is  filed  a  plan  and  an  estimate  of  the  cost  and 
a  certificate  by  the  superintendent  of  public  works  as  to 
whether  the  interests  of  the  State  at  large  require  the 
improvement  to  be  made.   (Applause. ) 

And  now  when  the  members  of  the  Legislature  come 
to  Albany,  they  will  have  practically  nothing  to  do  but 
to  att^d  to  tiie  public  business  (Laughter  and  ap- 
plause) to  deal  with  general  laws  of  the  State,  to  stand 
against  extravagant  expenditure  in  the  appropriation 
bills.  We  have  cut  oflP  the  right  of  emergency  messages, 
which  had  made  the  old  provision  of  the  Constitution  of 
1894  prohibiting  a  bill  from  being  passed  until  it  had 
been  for  three  days  in  print  in  its  final  form,  of  no  avail, 
because  there  ould  come  in  an  emergency  message  de- 
claring that  the  public  interests  required  the  immediate 
passage  of  the  bill. 

We  have  cut  off  these  messages  so  that  now  no  bill 
can  be  passed  at  all  until  it  has  been  in  print,  on  the 
desks  of  the  members  of  both  houses,  for  three  full  days 
in  its  final  form.  (Applause.) 

So  we  have  taken  away  the  temptation  to  rush  things 
through  in  the  rather  discreditable,  hurly-burly  of  the 
closing  days  of  the  session — things  that  nobody  knew  any- 
thing about  and  that  would  not  stand  having  anybody 
know  anything  about  them.    (Laughter. ) 

And  then  we  have  required  that  the  debates  of  the 
Legislature  shall  be  printed  from  day  to  day  just  as  the 
debates  in  Congress  are,  and  the  debates  in  the  British 
House  of  Commons  are,  and  the  debates  in  •the  Fr^ch 
Chamber  are,  so  that  in  the  first  place,  the  people  of  the 
State  will  know  what  the  men  at  Albany  are  doing,  and 
why  they  are  doing  it,  and  so  that  the  Legislature  <tf  our 
State  will  be  an  opportunity  for  an  able  young  man  to 
help  himself  along  in  a  career.    Who  knows  now — who 
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knows  now  why  things  are  done  at  Albany?  Mere  and 

there,  a  newspaper  prints  something  that  is  said,  but  tiie 
necessities  of  news  service  require  the  striking  and  the 
spectacular  to  be  reported,  and  the  dull  and  uninterest- 
ing, real  debates,  are  never  known,  and  as  a  result,  the  art 
o£  debate  has  gradually  been  declining  in  Albany.  Now 
a  young  man,  if  this  Constitution  is  adopted,  can  go  to 
Albany,  and  he  has  got  to  show  what  is  in  him,  and  if 
ho  has  anything  in  him,  he  can  show  it  and  get  credit 
for  it,  and  service  in  the  Legislature  will  be  a  stepping 
stone  to  preferment  in  a  public  career.    ( Applause. ) 

And  we  have  taken  away  the  temptation  to  trade  in 
offices,  the  temptation  to  bind  the  Govotot  oi  the  State 
to  all  sorts  of  bargains  by  doing  away  with  the  require- 
ment that  all  of  his  app<Mntments  be  confirmed  by  the 
State  Senate.  We  have  taken  away  the  temptation  to 
pass  ripper  bills  by  putting  into  the  Constitution  a  fixed 
statement  as  to  the  heads  of  the  great  departments  of  the 
State,  so  that  they  cannot  be  made  the  football  of  sel- 
fish politics,  but  must  remain  the  great  agencies  of  true 
and  patriotic  politics.  (Applause.)  We  have  made  it 
possible  for  the  Legislature  of  our  State  to  retrieve  the 
good  name  of  the  State  legislatures  of  our  country ;  we 
have  made  it  possible  for  the  Executive  of  our  State  to 
make  true  the  declaration  so  long  standing  in  our  Consti- 
tution that  the  executive  power  is  vested  in  the  governor 
and  to  pwf orm  the  duty  so  long  required  of  the  governor 
to  take  care  that  the  laws  are  executed. 

We  have  made  it  possible  that  our  courts,  who  wish 
to  do  justice,  and  will  do  justice  if  they  are  permitted, 
shall  give  an  honest  man  his  rights  as  against  all  shysters 
whatsoever.  (Applause.) 

And  that  is  all  one  compr^^udve  scheme.  You  can- 
not submit  it  section  by  section ;  it  is  a  complete  inter- 
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related;  thought-out  whole,  for  the  redemption  of  the 
government  of  our  State  from  the  ill-repute  into  which  it 
had  faUen,  for  doing  away  with  the  selfish  playing  <rf 
politics  in  the  place  of  government ;  for  the  reduction  of 
the  extravagance  and  lavishness  and  lack  of  responsibil- 
ity that  has  brought  our  expenditures  up  fwMu  twelve 
milUons  at  the  time  of  the  last  convention,  to  forty-two 
millions  a  year  at  the  time  of  this  convention ;  that  has 
brought  our  debt  up  from  seven  miUions  to  one  hundred 
and  eighty-six  millions ;  that  has  made  our  highways  and 
our  canals  and  public  works  generally  the  vehicles  for 
graft  and  robbery  of  the  public. 

Now,  we  may  be  wrong  about  some  things,  but,  Ave 
are  not  wrong  about  the  need.    No  one  will  challenge 
the  need  for  an  improvement  m  the  government  of  our 
State.    These  men  who  worked  all  the  five  months  of 
the  spring  and  summer,  may  not  have  found  the  true 
solution,  but  it  is  an  extraordinary  circumstance  that 
after  long  study  and  discussion  and  full  and  open  debate, 
they  came,  after  all  the  wide  differences  of  opinion,  to 
an  amazing  agreement.   Twelve  <rf  the  measures  of  the 
Convention  were  adopted  by  unanimous  vote.  Twelve 
by  a  vote  of  more  than  ten  to  one,  and  the  remaining 
nine  by  votes  of  more  than  seven  to  one,  more  than  four 
to  one,  more  than  three  to  one,  and  but  three  measures 
by  votes  of  more  than  two  to  one.  And  I  will  undertake 
to  say  that  the  conclusions  upon  these  grave  and  serious 
matters,  the  reform  of  the  machinery  of  our  State  gov- 
ernment, reached  by  these  men,  selected  from  among  our 
people  after  tiieir  long  study  and  discussion,  with 
such  unanimity,  cannot  be  justly  challenged  upon  five 
minutes'  consideration.   We  may  have  been  wrong,  but 
the  reasons  thus  far  alleged  for  voting  against  the  Con- 
stitution, compared  with  the  weight  and  seriousness  of 
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the  matter  which  the  Constitution  carries,  and  the  great 
results  which  it  seeks  to  accomplish,  are  trifling,  un- 
worthy of  coneddffl^tion,  bear  the  marks  of  but  little 
consideration,  and  seem  rather  to  be  a  means  of  excusing 
an  opposition  which  finds  its  real  origin  and  cause  in 
something  besides  the  reasons  suggested.  (Applause.) 
Now,  gentlemen,  the  Convention  had  a  majority  of  two- 
thirds  of  Kepublicans  in  round  numbers,  two-thirds  £e- 
publicans,  and  one-third  Democrats.  The  BepuUican 
majority  of  the  Convention,  after  much  discussion  and 
some  feeling,  reached  the  conclusion  that  it  could  s^rve 
its  party  heat  by  serving  its  State  best,  and  invited  the 
co-operation,  welcomed  the  assistance  of  the  Democratic 
minority.  We  put  into  that  Constitution  the  affirmative 
constructive  program  adopted  by  the  Republican  Party 
of  the  State  by  the  mass-meeting  held  in  this  city  on 
the  5th  of  December,  1913,  at  which  nearly  one  thousand 
Republicans  from  all  over  the  State  were  present.  We 
put  into  it  the  constructive  program  which  was  approved 
by  the  Bepublican  Cony^ti<HL  at  Saratoga,  in  1914.  We 
put  into  it  also  the  agreement  of  the  Democratic  Party 
upon  many  of  the  great  measures  of  constructive  states- 
manship for  which  the  Bepublican  Party  had  declared, 
and  upon  all  the  great  measures  of  the  Convention: 
Upon  the  Home  Rule  Measures;  upon  the  Judiciary 
Article;  upon  the  Beoi^anisation  of  the  executive  de- 
partment, commonly  spoken  of  as  the  Short  Ballot  Bill; 
upon  the  Budget  reform ;  upon  all  the  five,  the  six,  great 
measures  which  make  the  body  of  that  revised  Constitu- 
tion, there  was  a  vote  not  only  of  a  majority  of  the 
Bepublicans,  but  a  majority  of  the  Democrats  of  the 
Convention.  (Applause.)  Now,  how  can  Republicans 
fail  to  vote  for  it?  It  is  their  work.  It  is  their  program. 
It  is  giving  effect  to  their  declarations.  How  can  Demo- 
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cpats  fail  to  vote  for  it?  For  the  best,  their  best  whom 
they  sent  to  the  GouYentiou  assented  to  it;  agreed  to  it; 
pnt  their  thought  and  effort  into  it.  So  many  of  the 
eminent,  respected,  honored  Democrats  of  the  State  are 
for  it ;  but  I  regret  to  say  that  there  are  some  men  who 
are  so  anwiUing  to  see  the  Ck>n8titntion  adopted  which 
was  the  work  of  a  Convention  having  a  Republican 
majority,  that  they  are  seeking  to  do  what  the  Con- 
stitntional  Convention  refused  to  do;  they  are  seeking 
to  play  politics  with  the  Constitution.  We  thought  it 
was  our  duty  to  rise  above  partisan  play  of  i>olitic8 
and  to  serve  our  State;  to  show  that  our  party  sought 
to  gain  only  by  serving  the  State,  and  so  it  was  with 
the  great  majority  of  the  Democrats  in  the  Convention ; 
but  these  men,  these  men  are  seeking  to  defeat  this  Con- 
stitution, in  order  that  they  may  reverse  the  judgment  of 
1914  which  put  Bepublicans  in  control  of  the  Conven- 
tion, hoping  that  they  may  have  another  Convention  in 
1917  or  1918  that  they  will  control. 

Now,  great  as  is  the  issue  of  the  Constitution,  almost 
as  great  is  the  question  whether  the  people  of  the  State 
of  New  York  can  be  controlled  by  that  low  and  unpatriotic 
view  of  public  duty.  (Applause.)  If  they  succeed,  who 
will  write  the  Constitution  in  1918?  What  will  be  in  it? 
All  these  schemes  of  r^orm  of  our  government  will  have 
been  discredited.  Not  these  things;  oh,  no,  the  people 
would  have  voted  against  them.  What  will  be  in  it? 
Dare  you  think  of  it?  Mr.  Gompers  is  against  the  Con- 
stitution. He  was  defeated  in  1914.  If  he  succeeds,  and 
there  is  another  convention,  and  he  is  elected,  he  will  per- 
haps write  the  Constitution.  I  can  name  a  lot  of  others 
who  think  that  they  will  write  the  Constitution  if  they 
can  defeat  this;  but  it  will  have  none  of  this  plan  of  re- 
form, for  that  will  have  been  defeated  by  the  people. 
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But  there  will  be  no  other  convention.  (Applause.) 
There  will  be  no  other  convention,  because  this  Coostita- 
tion  will  be  adopted.  (Applause.)  And  if  it  were  not, 
the  people  of  the  State,  after  spending  approximately 
half  a  million  dollars  for  one  conv^tion,  are  not  going  to 
turn  around  and  spend  another  half  million  dollars  to 
send  a  lot  of  other  men  to  Albany  to  try  their  hands  at 
it;  and  they  certainly  are  not  going  to  send  to  Albany 
the  men  whose  views  upon  the  Constitution  are  exhibited 
by  the  published  objections  to  this  revision.  (Laughter 
and  applause.) 

I  am  told  that  the  great  danger  to  this  Constitution 
lies  in  the  possibility  that  men  may  not  vote  upon  it  at 
all.  Of  course  it  is  very  difficult  to  vote  upon  a  compli- 
cated matter  which  took  the  Convention  five  months  to 
work  out,  upon  such  consideration  as  can  be  giv^  to  it 
by  the  ordinary  business  man,  by  the  farmer  or  the  store- 
keeper, or,  indeed,  by  anyone  whose  time  is  occupied  in 
his  own  affairs.  But  if  we  are  ever  to  have  a  reform  of 
our  State  which  conforms  to  the  necessities  of  economy 
and  efficiency  and  tke  preservation  of  liberty  and  order, 
if  we  are  to  keep  pace  with  the  learning  of  our  time,  as  to 
the  methods  of  transacting  business,  if  we  are  to  make 
the  affairs  of  government  as  well  administered  as  the 
affairs  of  the  great  business  corporations,  the  people 
of  the  State  must  take  interest  enough  in  such  a  ques- 
tion as  this,  either  to  study  it  and  form  th^r  own 
opinions  upon  it,  or  to  give  the  benefit  of  the  presump- 
tion to  the  men  whom  they  elected  to  work  out  the 
problems  and  to  And  remedies.  (Applause.)  And  I 
invoke  from  you,  my  friends,  earnest  and  sincere  effort 
to  bring  to  the  people  of  our  City  and  our  State  an 
appreciation  of  the  importance  of  the  subject  which  is 
before  them,  and  the  importance  of  their  acting  upon 
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it,  and  acting  upon  it  wisely.  The  Bepublican  Club  never 
had  a  duty  more  serious  and  more  clear  and  if  you  will 
perform  that  duty  in  the  spirit  of  your  past,  you  will 
add  new  lustre  to  your  history  and  gain  new  credit  as 
patriots  and  make  me,  at  least,  your  long-time  friend 
and  loyal  associate,  more  proud  than  ever  of  being  a 
member  of  the  Kepublican  Club  of  the  City  of  New  York. 
(Great  applause  and  cheering.) 
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